
Lessons ~t~Be Learned from the Maya
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. By; Richard W. Franke .' lapsed in theninth or 10th century,C.E:-the Maya built massive pyra- The demands of the spreading
well ahead of both 2012 and the mids and carved' masterful stone urban empires during the classical
Spanish "colonial conquest. One sculptures. They developed a com- perlod-s-mcludtng the need to sup-
exp~~t has es,Jiill;a"t~dtl1at during a plex writing system, created and port rulers, soldiers" artists and
75-yeqr p~['jo:€t~~~~Jr(il't,ij$ttime; the utilized an efficient mathematics perhaps a large' priestly .caste that
tota~;'~I~l~,bn''Ofl;:;I:~~ Maya based on the number 20 and includ-: carried out rituals, cal:cu}ated solar
dro;pP8~m ?'million to·~~O,QO,9. ing the zero :c~n~el>t. . orbits and. managed the complex
F()r;Jif0a<lemlcs,the MaYa:'collapse Maya calculations of the times of calendar system-put pressure on

has!'8t'$f~d il!lt~'r~st~lwo.st'1:.~ke,en the' orbits- of> Earth, Venus,. t~e the' 'res0l;lrce base... Occasional
as';thatHor, Rome~th1:e'subJeeti.of moon and some eclipses are within droughtsmteracted with the vul-
our previous Steps to Bustainabil- one point. of, modern astronomical. nerablesoil and water limiting fac-,. "1 M .. ,,""" 1" ·M·X. .;l\t.I.,.. - ."' .. '.,.",, ~·"4M: ... ,}.,,·."n •• r-; ·.,,·y,."''-!· .• ·''''''~,·io<',,- ""ity arttc e. 'aya crvthzation vaiues.: any', ayan c0:mpni~atili~l}S;,k~"",r~;t~".'J;,t'\·';,c:,i:~,';~~'j~t.~~,.~;,~".,,~:,)·,~,.>i..~: ~- " " .. ' "':',' .. "', _ '''..,~ :JIf:""_':'-':':".-:>~:..'>'- ,'~" _ '.'.,., - "',,"". ';'~". -.'."j 7:':'" ".c,'.:",',;'-': .,"';-" "encompassed large urban areas were carved in stone on ,'Ist~lae:'~~~Ot':f;~rf;"",,;;Adh;aeo1<1>giCa!l,r,e$E:!atcb:' eon-
such .as Tikal whicn may have had ceremonial posts, at ctheientrancgg ..',firin$' ,~ignificap't 'inequality .in
40,000 residents around ..600 C.E. to temples, h~lghborJ1o,od~Qrqtheru: Jl;ejg.nt;;,Q,etw~en'Maya;.q1b:t;trJied.ih",
Maya :~~€mples have ;ffi1S'cinated sites. ,.' "'. ..' ,~,:,;,/,1'1'",;-,,:;.:); to'nr~s ':~~tl1~~~h~gh~:tcl~5rs~;s)·'and'
obseJ#·ve-r~..Tli~y" stro~glY1 .influ- Maya dvJlization was lilltLrn8,fely,~-those :bmriedsimply in,:the ,g,round.
enced\%til:iiarEhitec~ull'e 'dr~Frank based 'on access,. to water.·,and·on,': GQm,'moners·",,<"h<1da iow-er life
Lloyd~'\Vp£ght~;alJlld:~play,edleading maintaining the deiicate soil"of' fFi'e' 'expe'ctancY'~rl:d·'~bigp.er .ehildhood
popular-culture roles in the final region. Most of the area has a lime"', nutritional\deficiencies---:-ctiffer-
scenes of the first episode of "Star stone base and lackslarge rivets, so' ences striking enough to show up
Wars." the Maya accessed ..Water l::JYorglf'b.- {Ii the bones from the burials, The
During the classical or high peri- izing their communities around corn, squash, avocade, root crops

od of Maya ,culture-250 to 900 "cenotes," or largeoperi:wells~Tijey. and .GOttOR that they 'Pro~dl:leed
also" dug Impressive 'canais:-some 'c<tmid not continue to' support the
up to a mileleng, 100'feet wide and large, unequal social structure .:
10;feet deep, Water tended to seep " Eventually, even tIle' aristocrats
gown through, ~:p.ecUmestone base began to suffer, For¢s,tS,were turned
and was always liable ...to slip awaY, to grasslands and mountain slopes
especially because the region' was were eroded when trees were
vulnerable to droughts. . Please turn to page 11
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On Jan. 18, 909 C.E. (Common
Era, or A.D.), a master carver put
the-last known: date ion a stone mon-
ument in Central America, then a
part of" the large Mayan civiliza-
tion. Thus ended the famous "Long
Count" calendar of the Maya, a cal-
endar recently revived by some
mystics (and some commercial
interestsr) who have extrapolated
its calculations to predict massivJ
disasters" On Earth in December
2012.

To see~liat wilrhappen in
December of this year, we shall
have to wait a few months; but we
do know that Maya civilization col-
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