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Montclair State University General Education Program
Gened 303 International Issues
Globalization and Sustainability

Spring 2007
Sections 05–08
Tuesday Lectures University Hall 1010
10:00–11:15 am
Discussion Sections – Franke
05 Thursdays 10:00–11:15 Student Center (Annex) 205
07 Thursdays 11:30–12:45 Student Center (Annex) 207

Discussion Sections – Chasin

06 Thursdays 10:00–11:15 Bohn Hall 495
08 Thursdays 11:30–12:45 Bohn Hall 495
Dr. Richard W. Franke

Professor of Anthropology

DI 128      Ext. 4133

franker@mail.montclair.edu
Office hours:

Tuesday
11:15 am –12:15 pm
Tuesday
7:30–8:15 pm

Thursday
1:30–2:30 pm

Dr Barbara Chasin

Professor of Sociology
DI 309       Ext. 7224

chasinb@mail.montclair.edu
Office hours:
Tuesday 11:30 am – 12:30 pm
Thursday 1:30 – 2:30 pm

Office hours also by appointment
Course description
This course will explore the origins of and recent trends in globalization. We will discuss trade and investment policies, growing multinational corporate power, reduced government regulation and the impact on local communities. We will consider possible environmental dangers related to globalization and the origin and development of the concept of sustainability along with local experiments and popular movements promoting it.

Books to be purchased
Eitzen, D. Stanley and Maxine Baca Zinn. 2006. Globalization: The Transformation of Social Worlds. Belmont, CA: Thomson-Wadsworth.

Heinberg, Richard. 2005. The Party’s Over: Oil, War and the Fate of Industrial Societies. Gabriola Island, British Columbia: New Society Publishers.

Walker, Liz. 2005. EcoVillage Ithaca: Pioneering a Sustainable Culture. Gabriola Island, British Columbia: New Society Publishers. 

Some additional readings are on e-reserve and on Blackboard (in folder Course Documents). Some short readings will be handed out in class. A master list is provided near the end of this syllabus.
Grading Policy
Grades will be based on 3 exams (25 points each), one paper (10 points), class attendance and participation (15 points). Discussion sections will include questions handed out at the previous lecture. Up to 7 extra credit points are possible by handing in written answers to the discussion questions. Some extra credit is also possible for students doing the optional readings. Extra credit work is not allowed to make up for low grades on exams.
Make up exams are given only for documented reasons and cannot be given after exams have been returned.
Attendance and participation 
15 points 

Exam 1 February 13
25

Exam 2 March 20
25

Paper due April 5
10

Final Exam (Tuesday, May 8)
25

Total

100

Course points totals and letter grades are shown in the column to the right 




→
93–100
A

89–92
A-

86–88
B+

82–85
B

78–81
B-

74–77
C+

70–73
C

66–69
C-

62–65
D+

58–61
D

54–57
D-

53 and below
F

See the additional classroom policies listed at the end of this syllabus.
__________________________________________________________________

Topics and Readings
Week 1

January 16 Tuesday Lecture: Overview: Why this course? What is globalization? What is sustainability? What is sociology? What is anthropology?
VIDEO: Growing up Global


Handout

The Rio Declaration: the 27 principles accepted at the Earth Summit in Rio 
de Janeiro in 1992. Also available on Blackboard.
January 18 Thursday Discussion Sections: What is globalization? What is sustainability?
Readings:
Eitzen and Zinn: 

Preface (pages vii–viii)

Chapter 1 – Globalization: An Introduction (pages 1–11)

Dimensions of Globalization (pages 13–14) 

Article 6 (Eitzen), Dimensions of Globalization (45–49)

Article 1 (Giddens), Globalization (15–21)
Web Visits – take a look at these


http://Globalization101.org
Intro to globalization issues

http://DemocracyNow.org

Independent, non-corporate daily news

Week 2

January 23 Lecture: Energy, expansion and collapse – theory and case studies

From steady state to collapse: theories of sustainability by 

Marvin Harris, Jared Diamond, Joseph Tainter, Richard Heinberg and others


Case studies: Iroquois and Serer farming, Maya collapse, the Sahel famine
Readings
Heinberg
pages 1–7, 9–20

pages 20–38 and 45–52 (to The Coal Revolution)
January 25 Discussion Sections:  energy and expansion – the US success story

Readings

Heinberg, pages 38–44, 52–67 (to Transportation)
Week 3
January 30 Lecture: fossil fuels and the “industrial bubble.” Is the US success story sustainable?

Readings

Heinberg



pages 67–72



pages 92–136



pages 190–204
February 1 Discussion Sections: the “peak oil” debate and the “cautionary principle”

Readings (both below are available on Blackboard)
Caveny, Red. 2006. Global Oil Production about to Peak? A Recurring Myth. 
Worldwatch Magazine 19(1):13–15. Jan/Feb 2006.

Gardiner, Gary. 2006. “First, Do No Harm.” Worldwatch Magazine 
19(1):30–31. Jan/Feb 2006.
Week 4
February 6 Lecture: Globalization today: institutional framework and differing views
VIDEO: Trading Democracy. Sprague Library Video #5948

Readings


Eitzen and Zinn 



pages 51–52


Article 11(Dollars and Sense Collective), The ABCs of the Global 




Economy (82–92)

Article 4 (Brecher, Costello, Smith), Globalization and Its Specter (32–39)


Article 9 (Weller and Hersh), Free Markets and Poverty (69–73)
February 8 Discussion Sections: globalization case studies

Readings

Eitzen and Zinn


Article 10 (Faux), NAFTA at 10 (74–77)

Article 12 (Moberg), Maytag Moves to Mexico (92–96)



On Blackboard and e-reserve






Hiles, Sara Shipley and Marina Walker Guevara. 2006. Lead Astray: 


What happens when an American company offshores pollution? Mother 

Jones 31(6):58–62 and 101.
Week 5

February 13: Exam #1

February 15 Discussion Sections: debating globalization
Readings: On e-reserve and/or Blackboard (Course Documents)
Friedman, Thomas L. 2005. It’s a Flat World After All. The NY Times April 
3, 2005.

Martin, Peter. The Moral Case for Globalization. Financial Times. May 1997.

Taylor, Timothy. 2002. The Truth about Globalization. The Public Interest 


47:24–44. Read pages 31 to 40; other pages optional
Week 6
February 20 Lecture: globalization and over consumption 

VIDEO: Affluenza. Sprague Library Video #6164

Readings

Eitzen and Zinn



pages 141–142



Article 20 (Steger), Global Culture (143–146)



Article 21(Derne), Arnold Schwarzenegger, McBeal and… (146–153)


Handout (also on Blackboard)


Meat and the Planet. Editorial: The New York Times. 27 December 2006.

Optional Reading


Article 14 (Striffler), Undercover in a Chicken Factory (98–104)

Web Visits – take a look at

http://www.buynothingday.co.uk/

http://www.developingteachers.net/tips/bnd03_mats.htm 



(scroll down to the “101 things to do on buy nothing day”)
February 22 Discussion Sections: implications of the affluenza theory.

Readings


Eitzen and Zinn


Article 23 (Ainger), Empires of the Senseless (159–165)



Article 24 (Sardar), Cultural Homicide, Ayoh! (166–170)



Article 13 (Gordon), The Sweat Behind the Sweat (97)



Article 22 (Fink), The Place of Community in Globalization (154–158)

Handout and Web Visit

Reagon, Bernice. Are My Hands Clean?

http://www.sunmt.org/wefrancine.html
Week 7
February 27 Lecture: Globalization, war and international conflict

Readings


Eitzen and Zinn



pages 115–116


Article 16 (Petras) Who Rules the World? (117–118)


Article 29 (Chua), Globalizing Hate (234–238)


Article 15 (Fishman), Making a Killing (105–114)
March 1 Discussion Sections: globalization and terrorism

Eitzen and Zinn



Article 31 (Flynn), Why America Is Still an Easy Target (246–252)


Article 32 (Herman and Peterson), The Threat of Global State Terrorism 















(252–257)

Heinberg 


pages 72–92 (to The Ground Giving Way) 


pages 204–220 (to Taking It All In)

Week 8
March 6 Lecture: globalization, global warming and world health problems

Reading


Eitzen and Zinn



Article 18 (Singer), Navigating the Ethics of Globalization (129–136)


Article 38 (Lindsay), Global Warming Heats Up (307–313)



Article 3 (Yergin), Globalization Opens Doors to New Dangers (30–31)



Article 39 (Wilson), Infectious Concerns (313–320)

On e-reserve and on Blackboard




Brown, Lester. 2006. Rising Temperatures and Rising Seas. Chapter 4 of 

Plan B: Rescuing a Planet under Stress and a Civilization in Trouble. 


pages 59–78. filename “lesterbrownch4.pdf”


Oreskes, Naomi. 2004. The Scientific Consensus on Climate Change. 


Science 306:1686. 3 December 2004.

March 8 Discussion Sections: discussion of global warming, causes and consequences. Is global warming related to globalization?
Week of March 12–16 Spring Break – No Classes

Week 9

March 20: Exam # 2

March 22 Discussion Sections: globalization, deforestation, soil depletion, the world water supply and biodiversity loss

Readings: on e-reserve and on Blackboard

Brown, Lester. 2006. Natural Systems under Stress. Chapter 5 of Plan B
Rescuing a Planet under Stress and a Civilization in Trouble. pages 79–98. 
filename lesterbrownch5.pdf

Handouts

Perlez, Jane. 2006. Forests in Southeast Asia Fall to Prosperity’s Ax. The 


New York Times. 29 April 2006.

Maathai, Wangari. 2004. Trees for Democracy. The New York Times. 10 


December 2004. Op-Ed.

Web Visits: take a look at these sites


http://www.maweb.org/en/index.aspx 
Millenium Ecosystem Assessment 





Report 2005 –biggest study ever on environmental issues


http://www.greenfacts.org/ecosystems/
Popularized version of the Millenium 




Report

Week 10

March 27 Lecture: Guest Lecture by Dr. Srikumar Chattopadhyay of the Kerala Centre for Earth Science Studies (CESS)

Topic: Sustainability from below? Local experiments for creating sustainable 
development – some Kerala examples

Reading


Chattopadhyay, Srikumar and Richard W. Franke. 2006. Striving for 
Sustainability: Environmental Stress and Democratic Initiatives in Kerala. 
Chapter 1 – pdf file on e-reserve and Blackboard.

March 29 Discussion Sections: What do you think of the Kerala experiments in sustainable development?
March 29: Assignment will be handed out for Liz Walker book reaction paper. Paper will be due April 5.


Reading

Walker, entire book. If pressed for time, you could skip pages 103–123 and 
189–206
Week 11

April 3 Lecture: globalization, the ecological footprint and “natural” disasters

Optional Reading on e-reserve and Blackboard file ecolovershoot02.pdf

Wackernagel, Mathis, et al. 2002. Tracking the ecological overshoot of the human economy. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 99(14):9266–71. http://www.pnas.org/cgi/reprint/99/14/9266
April 5 Discussion Sections: our ecological footprint and its consequences
April 5: Reaction paper due – Liz Walker book on Ecovillage Ithaca.

Week 12

April 10 Lecture: Guest Lecture by Liz Walker, executive director of Ecovillage Ithaca and author of Ecovillage Ithaca: Pioneering a Sustainable Culture

Reading: same as for April 5
April 12 Discussion Sections: What do you think of Ecovillage Ithaca?
Week 13

April 17 Lecture: technological approaches to sustainability in a globalized world

Readings


Heinberg, pages 138–184

April 19 Discussion Sections: debating the technological promise for sustainability
Week 14

April 24 – Last Lecture: which way(s) to a sustainable globalization? 

Readings
Heinberg, pages 225–262

April 26 – Last Discussion Sections: philosophical, public policy and lifestyle approaches to sustainability – voluntary simplicity, radical simplicity, ecofeminism, cosmopolitan localism, lessons of the ecovillages and more
May 8: Final Exam – 10:15 am to 12:15 pm – In University Hall 1010
_________________________________________________________________
Readings on e-reserve and on Blackboard (in folder Course Documents)
Brown, Lester. 2006. Rising Temperatures and Rising Seas. Chapter 4 of Plan B: Rescuing a Planet under Stress and a Civilization in Trouble. New York: W. W. Norton and Company.

Brown, Lester. 2006. Natural Systems under Stress. Chapter 5 of Plan B [see previous reference]

Caveny, Red. 2006. Global Oil Production about to Peak? A Recurring Myth. Worldwatch Magazine 19(1):13–15. Jan/Feb 2006.

Chattopadhyay, Srikumar and Richard W. Franke. 2006. Striving for Sustainability: Environmental Stress and Democratic Initiatives in Kerala. Chapter 1.

Thomas L. Friedman. It’s a Flat World After All. NY Times April 3, 2005. 

Gardiner, Gary. 2006. “First, Do No Harm.” Worldwatch Magazine 19(1):30–31. Jan/Feb 2006.
Hiles, Sara Shipley and Marina Walker Guevara. 2006. Lead Astray: What happens when an American company offshores pollution? Mother Jones 31(6):58–62 and 101.

Martin, Peter. The Moral Case for Globalization. Financial Times. May 1997.
Oreskes, Naomi. 2004. The Scientific Consensus on Climate Change. Science 306:1686. 3 December 2004.

Optional Readings

Eitzen and Zinn: Article 14 (Striffler), Undercover in a Chicken Factory. Pages 98–104.

Taylor, Timothy. 2002. The Truth about Globalization. The Public Interest 47:24–44. Pages 24–31 and 40–44 are optional.
Wackernagel, Mathis, Schulz, Niels B., Deumling, Diana, Linares, Alejandro Callejas, Jenkens, Martin, Kapos, Valerie, Monfreda, Chad, Loh, J. Monathan, Myers, Norman, Norgaard, Richard, and Randers, Jørgen. 2002. Tracking the ecological overshoot of the human economy. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 99(14):9266–71. http://www.pnas.org/cgi/reprint/99/14/9266
Handouts
The following short readings will be handed out in class. They will also be available as pdf or word files on Blackboard and/or e-reserve 

Maathai, Wangari. Trees for Democracy. The New York Times. 10 December 2004. Op-Ed.

Meat and the Planet. Editorial: The New York Times. 27 December 2006.
Perlez, Jane. Forests in Southeast Asia Fall to Prosperity's Ax. The New York Times. 29 April 2006.
Reagon, Bernice. Are My Hands Clean?

The Rio Declaration: the 27 principles adopted at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992.

__________________________________________________________________

If you wish to read Professor Franke’s advice about how to study more effectively, or wish to see examples of the kinds of questions typically found on exams for this course, take a look at:

Franke, Richard W. 1998. The Anthropology Student Guide to Better Grades. Department of Anthropology. Third edition.
http://chss2.montclair.edu/anthropology/bettergrades.htm
Globalization and Sustainability: Classroom Policy
Professors Chasin and Franke

Please help maintain a classroom in which study and concentration are the 
norm by observing the following rules –
1.
You are expected to attend class regularly. More than three unexcused 
absences will result in a lowering of your grade.

2.
You should exchange phone numbers or emails with at least one other 
student to find out what you missed in case you can’t make a class. 

3
Be in your seat with your notebook open and your pen or pencil ready when 
the class starts.

4.
Do not start packing your materials until class is actually over.

5.
Do not eat or drink during class.

6.
Turn off all cell phones and pagers. Leaving your electronic equipment 
in quiet 
mode might still interfere with the wireless technology in the 
classroom.

7.
Do not leave the room during class unless you plan to stay out for the period. 
Use the toilet and the drinking fountain before or after class.

8.
Do not whisper, rattle papers, or otherwise distract your fellow students 
during class, 
especially during videos or films.

9.
Do not ask to discuss your grade or other matters at the beginning of class. 
Use office hours for this purpose.
10.
Let us know if special circumstances make it hard for you to follow any of 
these rules.
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