UBIECT D” IS THE LABEL MOST RECENTLY
used by the federal government to de-

scribe a certain high-ranking Nazi collab-

orator, an alleged war criminal whose co-
operation with the Central Intelligence
Agency allowed him to enter this country
in 1949 and later become a U.S. citizen.
Subject D’s history was supposed to re-
main hidden; indeed, he felt so secure
that his telephone number is listed under
his real name. Now, after nearly 40 years,
his secret is out.

Last June, the General Accounting Of-
fice (GAO) completed a three-year inves-
tigation of the illegal postwar immigra-
tion of Nazis and Nazi collaborators, and
of the secret assistance they allegedly re-
ceived from U.S. intelligence agencies.
This sensitive federal study was ordered
by the House Judiciary Committee to
supplement a 1978 review of accusations
that federal agencies obstructed the pros-

- i ecution of alleged Nazi war criminals.
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After reviewing voluminous files and
conducting many interviews, the GAO
found “no evidence of any U.S. agency
program to aid Nazis or Axis collabora-
tors to immigrate to the United States.”
But among the 114 cases it reviewed—
dealing with a small fraction of the sus-
pected war criminals—the GAO did dis-
cover five cases of Nazis or collaborators
“with undesirable or questionable back-
grounds who received some individual as-
sistance in their U.S. immigrations.” Al-
though the 40-page report said that three
of them were already dead, it named no
names, or even nationalities, and referred
to the five only as Subjects A through E.
Much of the information about them and
their activities remains classified. In two
cases, the assisted individuals were pro-
tected by their intelligence contacts from
authorities seeking to enforce immigra-
tion laws that prohibit the entry of war
criminals and other persecutors. -

The authors of the GAO report seem
eager to justify the actions of the govern-
ment, and regardless of bias, their effort
hardly represents a comprehensive ex-
amination of this historic problem. Yet
despite its shortcomings, the report is a
landmark—an official admission that
Nazis and Nazi collaborators were assist-
%d in entering the United States by the

The Voice has learned that the collabo-
rator discussed in the GAO report as
“Subject D” is a prominent Ukrainian
nationalist. In 1934, he was imprisoned
for attempting to assassinate the interior
minister of Poland; he ran the security
force of a Ukrainian fascist organization
and has been accused of ordering the
murders of many of his countrymen; he
“attended a Gestapo training school where
Jews were raurdered for practice. He was
considered an extremely valuable intelli-
gence asset by, the CIA, which protected

im from war-crimes prosecution by the
Soviets, brought him to this country un-
der an assumed name and concealed his
true past from the Immigration and Nat-
uralization Service. So important was his
case that in 1952 Attorney General James
P. McGranery, the director of Central
Intelligence, General Walter Bedell
Smith, and the commissioner of the INS,
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mit his residence here. In 1957, he be-
came a U.S. citizen.

His name is Mykola Lebed, and he
lives in Yonkers.

MYHOLA LEBED IS 75 VEARS OLD, AND HAS
resided in this country for nearly half his
life. Several years ago he moved from
Washington Heights, a largely Jewish
neighborhood, to a modest two-family
brick house on a pleasant Yonkers hill-
side. Short, wiry, and bald, with alert
blue eyes, the retired Lebed spends most
of his days at home, where he is working
on his memoirs.

His recollections are likely to be cast in
the heroic, patriotic light that illuminates
most histories written by adherents and
defenders of the Organization of Ukraini-
an Nationalists (OUN) that he once
helped lead. All that can be seen in these
accounts is a fiery commitment to an in-
dependent Ukrainian state and the re-
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Soviet oppressors. Obscured is the more
complex story of OUN collaboration with
Nazi war crimes, and the OUN’s own fas-
cist and racist ideology.

. Details of Mykola Lebed’s involvement
with the OUN have been pieced together
from Army Counterintelligence Corps
(CIC) files, other military archives, and
immigration records; from interviews
with Ukrainians; and from histories of
the period, including an eyewitness ac-
count in the files of the Holocaust docu-
mentation center at Yad Vashem in Isre-
el, Large portions of pages from the CIC
file on Lebed, obtained under the Free-
dom of Information Act, were “sanitized”
(that is, obliterated) by the Army before
being released to the Voice. To justify the
withholding of certain facts, the Army
cited FOIA exemptions pertaining to pro-

- tection of “intelligence sources” and “na-

tional security.” One document was ap-
purently withheld at the request of
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