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Tentacles of Rage

The Republican propaganda mill, a brief history

LEWISH LAPHAM / Harpers Magazine v.309, n.1852, September 2004 1sep04

When, in all our history, has anyone with ideab&arre, so archaic,
so self-confounding, so remote from the basic Asaarconsensus,
ever got so far2—Richard Hofstadter

In company with nearly every other
historian and political journalist east of the
Mississippi River in the summer of 1964,
the late Richard Hofstadter saw the
Republican Party's naming of Senator
Barry Goldwater as its candidate in that
year's presidential election as an event _
comparable to the arrival of the Mongol : \

hordes at the gates of thirteenth-century

Vienna. The "basic American consensus" at the wae firmly liberal in character and
feeling, assured of a clear majority in both charaloé Congress as well as a sympathetic
audience in the print and broadcast press. EveNdltienal Association of Manufacturers was
still aligned with the generous impulse of Frankaosevelt's New Deal, accepting of the
proposition, as were the churches and the univessihat government must do for people
what people cannot do for themselves.*

* With regard to the designation "liberal," the eaamist John K.
Galbraith said in 1964, "Almost everyone now sacdbss himself."
Lionel Trilling, the literary critic, observed in9b0 that "In the
United Statesat this time, liberalism is not only the dominant bven
the sole intellectual tradition.” He went on to ghgt "there are no
conservative or reactionary ideas in general ciatidn,” merely
"irritable mental gestures which seek to resembéas.”

And yet, seemingly out of nowhere and suddenlyatostrum of the San Francisco Cow
Palace in a roar of triumphant applause, here veasvboy-hatted herald of enlightened
selfishness threatening to sack the federal cigyoofd intentions, declaring the American
government the enemy of the American people, ptppederstood not as the guarantor of the
country's freedoms but as a syndicate of quasi-aamshbureaucrats poisoning the wells of
commercial enterprise with "centralized plannirey] tape, rules without responsibility, and
regimentation without recourse." A band played "Awceethe Beautiful,” and in a high noon
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glare of klieg light the convention delegates bdtsemilitant captain of capitalist jihad
("Extremism in the defense of liberty is no vicekfjown to favor the doctrines of forward
deterrence and preemptive strike ("Let's lob aearchomb into the men's room at the
Kremlin"), believing that poverty was proof of belaracter ("lazy, dole-happy people who
want to feed on the fruits of somebody else's [gbtrat the Democratic Party and the
network news programs were under the direction af¥ist ballet dancers, that Mammon was
another name for God.

The star-spangled oratory didn't draw much of avdron the autumn campaign trail. The
electorate in 1964 wasn't interested in the thoéan apocalyptic future or the comforts of an
imaginary past, and Goldwater's reactionary visiotine desert faded into the sunset of the
November election won by Lyndon Johnson with 6Xeet of the popular vote, the suburban
sheriffs on their palomino ponies withdrawing tao&sdale and Pasadena in the orderly and
inoffensive manner of the Great Khan's horsemenngtirom the plains of medieval Europe.

$2BILLION ASSETS CONSERVATIVE FOUNDATIONS (2001 ASSETS)

(in $ MIlions)

The Bradl ey Foundation 584
Smith Richardson Foundation 494
Scai fe Fam |y (Four Foundations) 478. 4
Ear hart Foundati on 84
John M din Foundation 71
Koch Fam |y (Three Foundati ons) 68
Castl e Rock (Coors) Foundation 50
JM Foundati on 25
Philip M MKenna Foundati on 17. 4

Departed but not disbanded. As the basic Ameriomsensus has shifted over the last thirty
years from a liberal to a conservative bias, so tle senator from Arizona has come to he
seen as a prophet in the western wilderness, apafsthe rich man's dream of heaven that
placed Ronald Reagan in the White House in 198(panwdes the current Bush
Administration with the platform on which the caddie was trundled into New York City this
August with Arnold Schwarzenegger, the heavy lafeeement, and the paper elephants.*
The speeches in Madison Square Garden affirmegréa truths now routinely preached from
the pulpits of Fox News and the W8&lreetJournal—government the problem, not the
solution; the social contract a dead letter; tlee fmarket the answer to every maid-en's
prayer—and while listening to the hollow rattletbé rhetorical brass and tin, | remembered
the question that Hofstadter didn't stay to anstew did a set of ideas both archaic and
bizarre make its way into the center ring of theekizan political circus?

* The rightward movement of the country's social aolitical center

of gravity isn't a matter of opinion or conjectushether compiled

by Ralph Nader or by journalists of a conservapeesuasion (most
recently John Micklethwait and Adrian Wooldridgeaithook entitled

The Right Nation}he numbers tell the same unambiguous story—one
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in five Americans willing to accept identity aslaeral, one in three
preferring the term "conservative"; the Americarbfici content with
lower levels of government spending and higher$esieeconomic
inequality than those pertaining in any of the WastEuropean
democracies; the United States unique among thé&lisateveloped
nations in its unwillingness to provide its citizamith a decent
education or fully funded health care; 40 milliomAricans paid less
than $10 an hour, 66 percent of the population eaytess than
$45,000 a year; 2 million people in prison, the ardy of them black
and Latino; the country's largest and most profieaborporations
relieved of the obligation to pay an income tax;puditician
permitted to stand for public office without figbfessing an ardent
faith in God.

About the workings of the right-wing propagandalsnih Washington and New York | knew
enough to know that the numbing of America's pmditisenses didn't happen by mistake, but it
wasn't until I met Rob Stein, formerly a senioriadv to the chairman of the Democratic
National Committee, that | came to fully apprecidie nature and the extent of the
re-education program undertaken in the early 19y0s cadre of ultraconservative and
self-mythologizing millionaires bent on rescuing tountry from the hideous grasp of Satanic
liberalism. To a small group of Democratic actigigteeting in New York City in late

February, Stein had brought thirty-eight chartghaaming the organizational structure of the
Republican "Message Machine," an octopus-like ngtwb open and hidden microphones that
he described as "perhaps the most potent, indepeimdtitutionalized apparatus ever
assembled in a democracy to promote one belieéyst

It was an impressive presentation, in large patabse Stein didn't refer to anybody as a
villain, never mentioned the word "conspiracy."awlyer who also managed a private equity
investment fund—i.e., a man unintimidated by spraaekts and indifferent to the seductions
of the pious left—Stein didn't begrudge the maniwufiaars of corporatist agitprop the
successful distribution of their product in theioaal markets for the portentous catch-phrase
and the camera-ready slogan. Having devoted sewenaths to his search through the
available documents, he was content to let the fgmeak for themselves—fifty funding
agencies of different dimensions and varying degogedeological fervor, nominally
philanthropic but zealous in their common hatrethefliberal enemy, disbursing the
collective sum of roughly $3 billion over a periofithirty years for the fabrication of "irritable
mental gestures which seek to resemble ideas."

The effort had taken many forms—the publicatioexjiensively purchased and cleverly
promoted tracts (Milton Friedmarfsee to ChooseCharles Murray'tosing GroundSamuel
Huntington'sThe Clash of Civilizatior)sa steady flow of newsletters from more than 100
captive printing presses (among them those at Térédde Foundation, Accuracy in the
Media, the American Enterprise Institute and that€efor the Study of Popular Culture),
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generous distributions of academic programs antingsprofessorships (to Harvard, Yale,
and Stanford universities), the passing along ahdebite slanders (to Bill O'Reilly and Matt
Drudge), the formulation of newspaper op-ed pigtmsthe San Antonio Lighand the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazettes well as for th&acramento Beand theWashington Tim@sThe
prolonged siege of words had proved so successitd result that on nearly every question of
foreign or domestic policy in this year's presid@ntampaign, the frame and terms of the
debate might as well have been assembled in Tadw&hinese child labor working from
patterns furnished by the authors of ExxonMobitisual report.

No small task and no mean feat, and as | watcheid'Sdiagrams take detailed form on a
computer screen (the directorates of the Leadetabifiute and Capital Research Center all
but identical with that of The Philanthropy Rourtég Richard Mellon Scaife's money
dispatched to the Federalist Society as well @&hwAmericanSpectator), | was surprised to
see so many familiar names—publications to whidltdntributed articles, individuals with
whom | was acquainted—and | understood that Stsfaty was one that | could corroborate,
not with supplementary charts or footnotes buth@endvidence of my own memory and
observation.

The provenience of the Message Machine Stein tractte recognition on the part of the
country's corporate gentry in the late 1960s they tacked the intellectual means to
comprehend, much less quell or combat, the sonthpalitical turmoil then engulfing the
whole of American society, and if | had missed Galter's foretelling of an apocalyptic future
in the Cow Palace, | remembered my own encountir tive fear and trembling of what was
still known as "The Establishment,” four yearsidated 100 miles to the north at the July
encampment of San Francisco's Bohemian Club. Operiadof three weeks every summer,
the 600-odd members of the club, most of them esigerornaments of the American haute
bourgeoisie, invite an equal number of similarlstdioate guests to spend as many days as
their corporate calendars permit within a grovearidsome redwood trees, there to listen to
the birdsong, interest one another in various Essiropportunities, exchange misgivings about
the restlessness of the deutschmark and the yen.

In the summer of 1968 the misgivings were indiatisgable from panic. Martin Luther King
had been assassinated; so had Robert Kennedyyaryavbere that anybody looked the
country's institutional infrastructure, also itev&g customs, best-loved truths, and fairy tales,
seemed to be collapsing into anarchy and chaos-k-pkaple rioting in the streets of Los
Angeles and Detroit, American soldiers killing thefficers in Vietnam, longhaired hippies
stoned on drugs or drowned in the bathtubs of Belshorthaired feminists playing with
explosives instead of dolls, the Scottsdale anddrRasa sheriffs' posses preparing their
palomino ponies to stand firm in the face of anamrinob.

Historians revisiting in tranquility the alarumsdagxcursions of the Age of Aquarius know
that Revolution Now was neither imminent nor likelthe economy was too prosperous, the
violent gestures of rebellion contained within small a demographic, mostly rich kids who
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could afford the flowers and the go-go hoots—hubhm hearts of the corporate chieftains
wandering among the redwood trees in the Bohemranesn July 1968, the fear was
palpable and genuine. The croquet lawn seemed stdieg away beneath their feet, and
although they knew they were in trouble, they didnbw why. Ideas apparently mattered, and
words were maybe more important than they had gdesmfortunately, they didn't have any.
The American property-holding classes tend to bbagrassingly ill at ease with concepts that

dont translate promptly into money, and the beacoraoervative light shining through the
liberal fog of the late 1960s didn't come up totkenber of clubs in Arnold Palmer's golf bag.
The company of the commercial faithful gatheredt@banks of California's Russian River
could look for succor to Goldwater's autobiographtye Conscience of a Conservatiice,
William F. Buckley's editorials ilNational Reviewto the novels of Ayn Rand. Otherwise they
were as helpless as unarmed sheepherders surrooywdedomanche war party on the old
Oklahoma frontier before the coining of the raibland the six-gun.

The hope of their salvation found its voice in @d®-word manifesto written by Lewis Powell,
a Richmond corporation lawyer, and circulated irg@st 1971 by the United States Chamber
of Commerce under the headi@gnfidential Memorandum; Attack on the Americand-re
Enterprise Systensoon to be appointed to the Supreme Court, lawgeeR was a man
well-known and much respected by the country'srass community; within the legal
profession he was regarded as a prophet. His hgaxg of warning fell upon the legions of
reaction with the force of Holy Scripture: "Survivd what we call the free enterprise system,”
he said, "lies in organization, in careful longgarplanning and implementation, in
consistency of action over an indefinite periogedrs, in the scale of financing available only
through joint effort, and in the political powerahable only through united action and

national organizations.

The venture capital for the task at hand was pexvigy a small sewing circle of rich
philanthropists—Richard Mellon Scaife in Pittsburginde and Harry Bradley in Milwaukee,
John Olin in New York City, the Smith Richardsomiyy in North Carolina, Joseph Coors in
Denver, David and Charles Koch in Wichita—who etati@ed visions of an America restored
to the safety of its mythological past—small toviike those seen in prints by Currier and
Ives, cheerful factory workers whistling while theprked, politicians as wise as Abraham
Lincoln and as brave as Teddy Roosevelt, benevaldhbnaires presenting Christmas
turkeys to deserving elevator operators, the ditiseoflesh deported to Mexico or France.
Suspicious of any fact that they hadn't known keetbe age of six, the wealthy saviors of the
Republic also possessed large reserves of pararalaf the world was going rapidly to rot
(as any fool could plainly see) the fault was tddaend in everything and anything tainted
with a stamp of liberal origin—the news media amel ainiversities, income taxes, Warren
Beatty, transfer payments to the undeserving pestraints of trade, Jane Fonda, low interest
rates, civil liberties for unappreciative minorgjenovies made in Poland, public schools.*

*The various philanthropic foundations under theteoolnof the six
families possess assets estimated in 2001 at $§liohbHarry

5 of 16 6/27/2007 10:52 Al



Tentacles of Rage: The Republican propaganda mill, a brief hiskory  http://www.mindfully.org/Reform/2004/Republicameipagandalsep04.h

6 of 16

Bradley was an early and enthusiastic memdfehe John Birch
Society; Koch Industries in the winter of 2000 agt¢o pay $30
million (the largest civil fine ever imposed onravpte American
company under any federal environmental l&»gettle claims
related to 300 oil spills from its pipelines in sitates.

Although small in comparison with the sums disttdzliby the Ford and Rockefeller
foundations, the money was ideologically sound,iimas put to work leveraging additional
contributions (from corporations as well as frorhastlike-minded foundations), acquiring
radio stations, newspapers, and journals of opjrbankrolling intellectual sweatshops for the
making of political and socioeconomic theory. Jés€pors established The Heritage
Foundation with an initial gift of $250,000 in 197%Be sum augmented over the next few
years with $900,000 from Richard Scaife; the Arati&nterprise Institute was revived and
fortified in the late seventies with $6 million frothe Howard Pew Freedom Trust; the Cato
Institute was set up by the Koch family in 197 7hat gift of $500,000. If in 1971 the friends
of American free enterprise could turn for comtorno more than seven not very competent
sources of inspiration, by the end of the decadg tlould look to eight additional installations
committed to "joint effort” and "united action.” &lsenior officers of the Fortune 500
companies meanwhile organized the Business Rouediaoviding it by 1979 with a rich
endowment for the hiring of resident scholars lagaheir opposition to the tax and antitrust
laws.

The quickening construction of Santa's work-shagside the walls of government and the
academy resulted in the increased production ofgbdets, histories, monographs, and
background briefings intended to bring about the afi the liberal idea in all of its
institutionalized forms—the demonization of theelil press, the disparagement of liberal
sentiment, the destruction of liberal education—apdhe time Ronald Reagan arrived in
triumph at the White House in 1980 the assembbsliwere operating at full capacity. Well in
advance of inauguration day the Christmas elveshached out so much paper that had they
been told to do so, they could have shreddedattinkertape and welcomed the new
cowboy-hatted herald of enlightened selfishnesk wiparade like none other ever before seen
by man or beast. Unshredded, the paper was theo$tifeams from which was made
Mandate for Leadershiphe "bible" presented by The Heritage FoundatioMtoReagan in

the first days of his presidency with the thougattthe might want to follow its architectural
design for an America free at last from "the tynaphthe Left,” rescued from the dungeons of
“liberal fascism,” once again a theme park builnbyunion labor along the lines of Walt
Disney's gardens of synthetic Eden.

Signs of the newly minted intellectual dispensatiegan showing up in the offices of
Harper's Magazineén 1973, the manuscripts invariably taking the farheritiques of one or
another of the absurdities then making an appeareire the Washington congressional
committees or touring the New York literary scerithvsusan Sontag and Norman Mailer.
Over a period of several years the magazine puddigiticles and essays by authors later to
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become well-known apologists for the conservatrnezd, among them George Gilder,
Michael Novak, William Tucker, and Philip Terziahtheir writing in the early seventies was
remarkable both for its clarity and wit, it was hase they chose topics of opportunity that
were easy to find and hard to miss.

* Paul Weyrich, the first director of The HeritageUuralation, and
often described by his admirers as "the Lenin ofaa@onservatism,"
seldom was at a loss for a military analogy: "luy@nemy has
weapons systems working and is killing you witmthgou'd better

have weapons systems of your own.

The liberal consensus hadn't survived the lose@Mietnam War. The subsequently sharp
reduction of the country's moral and economic resgsiwas made grimly apparent by the
impeachment of Richard Nixon and the price of Aodpband it came to be understood that
Roosevelt's New Deal was no longer on offer. Acbnggenerous impulse and sustained by
the presumption of limitless wealth, the Americaople had enacted legislation reflecting
their best hopes for racial equality and socidiges(a.k.a. Lyndon Johnson's "Great Society"),
but any further efforts at transformation clearlgrev going to cost a great deal more money
than the voters were prepared to spend. Also a geatimore thought than the country's
liberal-minded intelligentsia

were willing to attempt or eager to provide. Théversities chose to amuse themselves with
the crossword puzzles of French literary theory iarthe New York media salons the
standard-bearers of America's political consciemere content to rest upon what they took to
be their laurels, getting by with the striking aftile poses (as friends of the earth or the Dalai
Lama) and the expression of worthy emotions (oralfeti persecuted fur-seals and oppressed
women). The energies once contained within theauscbf a potent idea escaped into the
excitements of the style incorporated under theicalof Radical Chic, and the messengers
bringing the good news of conservative reaction edaheir gospel-singing tent show into an
all but deserted public square.

NATIONAL THINK TANKS (200 BUDGETS)

(in $ MIlions)

The Heritage Foundation 33

Anerican Enterprise Institute 25

Hoover Institution 25

Cato Institute 17.6
Hudson Institute 7.8
Manhattan Institute 7.2
Citizens for a Sound Econony 5.4
Reason Foundati on 4.9
Nati onal Center for Policy Analysis 4.7
Conpetitive Enterprise Institute 3.2
Free Congress Foundation 2.7
Institute for Foreign Policy Analysis 2.5
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Their chief talents were those of the pedant aeccthic, not those of the creative imagination,
but they well understood the art of merchandising e science of cross-promotion, and in
the middle 1970s anybody wishing to appreciatectteacter and purpose of the emerging
conservative putsch could find no better inforntaan Irving Kristol, then a leading
columnist for thenall Street Journalthe author of well-received bookSr§ the Democratic
Idea in AmericaandTwo Cheers for Capitalismtrusted counselor and adjunct sage at the
annual meetings of the Business Roundtable. Asthyinuhe late 1930s, at a time when
literary name and reputation accrued to the acsoointhesoidisantrevolutionary left, Kristol
had proclaimed himself a disciple of Leon Trotdbyt then the times changed, the winds of
fortune shifting from east to west, and after atsis a CIA asset in the 1950s, he had carried
his pens and papers into winter quarters on thdartably upholstered bourgeois right.

On first meeting the gentleman at a literary dinneédew York's Century Club, | remember
that | was as much taken by the ease and grads ofdnner as | was impressed by his
obvious intelligence. A man blessed with a sendeuaior, his temperament and tone of mind
more nearly resembling that of a sophisticatedetealart and antiques than that of an
academic scold, he praised Harper's Magazinedgublication of Tom Wolfe's satirical
pieces, also for the prominence that it had giwetné essays of Senator Daniel Patrick
Monahan, and | was flattered by his inclinatiomg¢gard me as an editor-of-promise who
might be recruited to the conservative cause, pmably as an agent in place behind enemy
lines. The American system of free enterprise,di@, svas being attacked by the very people
whom it most enriched i.e., by the pampered childreprivilege disturbing the peace of the
Ivy League universities, doing lines of cocaindvianhattan discotheques, making decadent
movies in Hollywood—and the time had come to puead to their dangerous and
self-indulgent nonsense. Nobody under the ageiny tknew what anything cost, and even the
senior faculty at Princeton had forgotten thataswone other than the great Winston
Churchill who had said, "Cultured people are metkéy/glittering scum which floats upon the
deep river of production.”

In the course of our introductory conversation kiisiot only referred me to other old masters
whom | might wish to reread (among them Plutaralbp@n, and Edmund Burke); he also
explained something of his technique as an intelE@ntrepreneur. Despite the warning cries
raised by a few prescient millionaires far from thghionable strongholds of the effeminate
east, the full membership of the American oligarstily wasn't alive to the threat of cultural
insurrection, and in order to awaken the managemoemproper sense of its dire peril, Kristol
had been traveling the circuit of the country'spooate boardrooms, soliciting contributions
given in memory of Friedrich von Hayek, encouradimg automobile companies to withdraw
their advertising budgets from any media outlet telined to echo their social and political
prejudices.

"Why empower your enemies?" he said. "Why throwrgga swine?
Although | didn't accept Kristol's invitation to &hhe called the "intellectual
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counter-revolution,” | often ran across him durihg next few years at various symposia
addressed to the collapse of the nation's morakgaland | never failed to enjoy his company
or his conversation. Among all the propagandisiatpay out the conservative path to glory,
Kristol seemed to me the brightest and the besit] @on't wonder that he eventually became
one of the four or five principal shop stewardsreeeing the labors of the Republican
message machine.

It was at Kristol's suggestion that | met a nuniddfehe fund-raising people associated with the
conservative program of political correctness, agniirem Michael Joyce, executive director
in the late seventies of the Olin Foundation. Weedimaveled together on a plane returning to
New York from a conference that Joyce had organiaed college in Michigan, and
somewhere over eastern Ohio he asked whether It nvight to edit a new journal of cultural
opinion meant to rebut and confound the ravingshef New York Review of Bookée
proposition wasn't one in which | was interestad,the terms of the offer an annual salary of
$200,000, to be paid for life even in the eventngfresignation or early retirement—spoke to
the seriousness of the rightist intent to corner @mtrol the national market in ideas.

* Henry Ford Il expressed a similar thought on resngnas a trustee
of the Ford Foundation in late 1976. Giving venhis confusion,
annoyance, and dismay, he took the trouble to waritgter to the
staff of the foundation reminding them that theyewsssociated with
"a creature of capitalism." Conceding that the wongght seem
"shocking" to many of the people employed in theyards of
philanthropy, Mr. Ford proceeded to his defenséhefold ways and
old order:

"I'm not playing the role of the hard-headed tycadmo thinks all
philanthropoids are Socialists and all universitpfessors are
Communists. I'm just suggesting to the trusteeslamdtaff that the
system that makes the foundation possible veryatghs worth
preserving.”

The work went more smoothly as soon as the Reagamristration had settled itself in
Washington around the fountains and reflecting pobfederal patronage. Another nine
right-thinking foundations established offices witla short distance of Capitol Hill or the
Hay-Adams hotel (most prominent among them the fedide Society and the Center for
Individual Rights); more corporations sent more mgrprices improved for ideological
piecework (as much as $100,000 a year for someeobtand-name scholars at Heritage and
AEIl), and eager converts to the various sectsettnservative faith were as thick upon the
ground as maple leaves in autumn. By the end ofj&®a second term the propaganda mills
were spending $100 million a year on the manufacturd sale of their product, invigorated by
the sense that once again it was morning in Amenchredoubling their efforts to transform
their large store of irritable mental gestures inightly packaged policy objectives—tort
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reform, school vouchers, less government, lowezgaglimination of the labor unions, bigger
military budgets, higher interest rates, reducadrenmental regulation, privatization of social
security, down-sized Medicaid and Medicare, morisgms, better surveillance, stricter law
enforcement.

If production increased at a more handsome pacerttight have been dreamed of by Richard
Scaife or hoped for by Irving Kristol, it was besatthe project had been blessed by Almighty
God. The Christian right had come into the corpofald in the late 1970s. Abandoning the
alliance formed with the conscience of the libéeétlduring the Great Depression (the years of
sorrow and travail when money was not yet anothenenfor Jesus), the merchants of spiritual
salvation had come to see that their interestscatea with those of the insurance companies
and the banks. The American equestrian classeswaceme to believe that slack-jawed
dope addicts had fomented the cultural insurreaticthe 1960s; Jerry Falwell knew that it bad
been the work of Satan, Satan himself and not bhesstudents at the University of
California, who had loosed a plague of guitarigisruthe land, tempted the news media to the
broadcast of continuous footage from Sodom and G@hpimpregnated the schools with
indecent interpretations of the Bible, which thewe birth to the monster of multiculturalism
that devoured the arts of learning. Together wahlIRVeyrich at The Heritage Foundation,
Falwell sponsored the formation of the Moral Mdjpin 1979, at about the same time and in
much the same spirit that Pat Robertson, the @mistlevangelist, sent his congregation a
fundraising letter saying that feminists encouragenen to "leave their husbands, kill their
children, practice witchcraft, destroy capitalisnddecome lesbians.” Before Ronald Reagan
was elected to a second term the city of God signednaggression pact with the temple of
Mammon, their combined forces waging what cameet&riown as "The Culture War."

* The proposed journal appeared in 1982 as Negv Criterion,

promoted as a "staunch defender" of high cultﬂw, articulate
scourge of artistic mediocrity and intellectual rdenity wherever

they are found." Joyce later took over directioriledf Bradley

Foundation,where he proved to he as deft as Weyrich and Kréstol

what the movement conservatives liked to call thiednous alchemy
of turning intellect into influence.

MASSMEDIA DISTRIBUTION
$300M CONSERVATIVE MESSAGE MACHINE

e TELEVISION
Pat Robertson800 Club
Fox News Channel
MSNBC'sScarborough Country
Oliver North'sWar Stories
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e RADIO
The Rush Limbaugh Show
The Cal Thomas Commentary
Radio America

e PUBLISHING
Eagle Publishing, Inc.

e NEWSPAPERS
The Washington Times
The Wall Street journal

e WEBSITES
Townhall.com
AnnCoulter.com

The Cold War against the Russians was fading @aft® @nd nostalgic memory, and the tellers
of the great American fairy tale (the one aboutgtecious paradise ever in need of an
invincible defense) found themselves in pressiregdra other antagonists to take the place of
the grim and harmless ogre in the northern snow.

The Japanese couldn't play the part because theyleraing the United States too much
money; the Colombian drug lords were too few amdvwiell connected in Miami; Manuel
Noriega failed the audition; the Arab oil cartelshaoke; and the Chinese were busy making
shirts for Ralph Lauren.

In the absence of enemies abroad, the protectdhe ddmerican dream at home began looking
for domestic signs of moral weakness rather thagiga shows of military strength; instead of
examining the dossiers of distant tyrants, theyctesl the local newspapers for flaws in the
American character, and the surveillance sateltites Leipzig and Sevastopol were
reassigned stations over metropolitan Detroit &wedHollywood studios filming Dynasty and
Dallas. Within a matter of months the conservatemmittees of public safety rounded up as
suspects a motley crowd of specific individuals gederal categories of subversive behavior
and opinion—black male adolescents as well as lglflemale Buddhists, the New York
Times, multiculturalists of all descriptions, tH#60s, welfare mothers, homosexuals, drug
criminals, illegal immigrants, performance artiSeme enemies of the state were easier to
identify than others, but in all instances the tieaary tellers of the tale relied on images seen
in dreams or Arnold Schwarzenegger movies ratter tn the lessons of their own
experience.

For a few years | continued to attend convocatgpmsored by the steadily proliferating
agencies of the messianic right, but although teeudsions were held in increasingly opulent
settings—the hotel accommodations more luxurioaebfood, views of the mountains as
well as the sea—by 1985 | could no longer stométieethe sanctimony or the cant. With the
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coming to power of the Reagan Administration mdshe people on the podium or the tennis
court were safely enclosed within the perimetersrdgfodox opinion and government largesse,
and yet they persisted in casting themselves adgelgainst "the system,” revolutionary
idealists being hunted down like dogs by a viciand still active liberal prosecution. The pose
was as ludicrous as it was false. The leftist irspdiad been dead for ten years, ever since the
right-wing Democrats in Congress had sold out itherdl portfolio of President Jimmy Carter
and revised the campaign-finance laws to suit tmenience of their corporate patrons. Nor
did the news media present an obstacle. By 198%/deStreet Journahad become the
newspaper of record most widely read by the people made the decisions about the
country's economic policy; the leading editorialist theNew York TimeéA. M. Rosenthal,
William Safire) as well as in thé&/ashington PogiGeorge Will, Richard Harwood, Meg
Greenfield) ably defended the interests of thaustgtio; the vast bulk of the nation's radio talk
shows (reaching roughly 80 percent of the audierefgcted a conservative bias, as did all
but one or two of the television talk shows pereditto engage political topics on PBS. In the
pages of the smaller journals of opinidfational Review, Commentary, The American
Spectator, The National Interest, The New Criteribime Public Interest, Policy Reviegic.)

the intellectual décor, much of it paid for by tBén and Scaife foundations, was matched to
the late-Victorian tastes of Rudyard Kipling andJMorgan. The voices of conscience that
attracted the biggest crowds on the nation's leatircuit were those that spoke for one or
another of the parties of the right, and togethién ¥he chorus of religious broadcasts and
pamphlets (among them Pat Roberts@08 Cluband the publications under the direction of
Jerry Falwell and the Reverend Sun Myung Moon)y #reveloped the country in an all but
continuous din of stereophonic, right-wing sound.

The facts seldom intruded upon the meditationfi®@icompany seated poolside at the
conferences and symposia convened to bemoan Ariseiadlarom grace, and | found it
increasingly depressing to listen to prerecordeth$ dribble from the mouths of writers once
willing to risk the chance of thinking for themses: Having exchanged intellectual curiosity
for ideological certainty, they had forfeited thpowers of observation as well as their senses
of humor; no longer courageous enough to conceslpdbsibility of error or enjoy the play of
the imagination, they took an interest only in #hateas that could be made to bear the weight
of solemn doctrine, and they cried up the horréthe culture war because their employers
needed an alibi for the disappearances of the pgsitivil liberties and a screen behind which
to hide the privatization (a.k.a. the theft) ofatammon property—the broadcast spectrum as
well as the timber, the water, and the air, themess of knowledge together with the mineral
deposits and the laws. Sell the suckers on themdhiat their "values™ are at risk (abortionists
escaping the nets of the Massachusetts state ppticeographers and cosmetic surgeons
busily at work in Los Angeles, farm families evehave in the Middle West becoming
chattels of the welfare state) and maybe they wumtite that their pockets have been picked.

So many saviors of the republic were raising tlaenalof culture war in the middle eighties
that | now can't remember whether it was Bob Barntbeting in the Wall Street Journal or
William Bennett speaking from his podium at the iNia&l Endowment for the Humanities
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who said that at Yale University the students weadowing in the joys of sex, drugs, and

Karl Marx, disporting themselves on the New Havezeg in the reckless manner of nymphs
and satyrs on a Grecian urn. | do remember thanabf the high-end policy institutes in
Manhattan | heard the tale told by Norman Podhotken the editor at Commentary, the
author of several contentious book&aking ItandWhy We Were in Vietngnand a rabid
propagandist for all things antiliberal. What hel ha say about Yale was absurd, which |
happened to know because that same season | waggga seminar at the college. More than
half the number of that year's graduating seniacsdpplied for work at the First Boston
Corporation, and most of the students whom I'dthacchance to meet were so busy finding
their way around the Monopoly board of the standargerican success (figuring the angles of
approach to business school, adding to the netafockntacts in their Filofaxes) that they
didn't have the time to waste on sexual digressgather literal or figurative. When |

attempted to explain the circumstance to Podhohetzyouldn't hear of it. Not only was |
misinformed, | was a liberal and therefore botfaadnd a fool. He hadn't been in New Haven
in twenty years, but he'd read William F. Buckldyt®k (God and Maat Yale published in
1951), and he knew (because the judgment had lmedinnoed by something he'd been told by
Donald Kagan in 1978) that the college was a silkbbdepraved sophism. He knew it for a
fact, knew it in the same way that Jerry FalwekWwrthat it was Satan who taught Barbra
Streisand how to sing.

If Kristol was the most engaging of the agents poateur whom I'd encountered on the
conservative lecture circuit in the 1980s, Podhoweds the dreariest—an apparatchik in the
old Soviet sense of the word who believed everglha wished to prove and could prove
everything he wished to believe, bringing his pasravhichever words might serve or please,
anxious to secure a place near or at the bootwépdJnfortunately it was Podhoretz, not
Kristol, who exemplified the character and tonenifid that edged the American conservative
consensus ever further to the right during the decd the 1990s.

The networks of reactionary opinion once againaased their rates of production, several
additional foundations recruited to the cause, momgactivist organizations coming on line,
together with new and improved media outlets (mosably Rupert Murdoch's Fox News and
Weekly Standard) broadcasting the gospels accotdisgints Warren Harding and William
McKinley. By 1994 the Conservative Political Acti@onference was attracting as many as
4,000 people, half of them college students, taitsual weekend in Arlington, Virginia, there
to listen to the heroes of the hour (G. Gordon kjdelalph Reed, Oliver North) speak from
stages wrapped in American flags. Americans for Raform under the direction of Grover
Norquist declared its intention to shrink the fedgyovernment to a size small enough "to
drown," like one of the long-lost hippies in BelrAlin a bathtub.”

STUDENTSAND SCHOLARS (2001 ESTIMATEYS)

(in $ MIlions)

George Mason University 7
Harvard University 6
Intercollegiate Studies Institute 5.8
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Although as comfortably at home on Capitol Hilliaghe lobbies of the corporate law firms
on K Street, and despite their having learned i ke newborn lambs at the teats of
government patronage (Kristol's son, William, segvas public-relations director to Vice
President Dan Quayle; Podhoretz's son-in-law, Edllarams, a highly placed official within
the Reagan Administration subsequently indicteccfominal misconduct), the apologists for
the conservative cause continued to pose as eertbatvolutionaries at odds with the
"Tyranny of the Left." The pretense guaranteeceady flow of money from their corporate
sponsors, and the unexpected election of Bill Ghnh 1992 offered them yet another chance
to stab the corpse of the liberal Goliath. The gingaof the new president's name and
reputation began as soon as he committed the ofiretering the White Hous&he

American Spectatog monthly journal financed by Richard Scaife, senscouts west into
Arkansas to look for traces of Clinton's semenhmngine trees and the bar stools. It wasn't
long before Special Prosecutor Kenneth Starr undkris obsessive inspection of the
president's bank records, soul, and penis. Summamnimesses with the fury of a suburban
Savonarola, Starr set forth on an exploration ef@zark Mountains, questioning the natives
about wooden Indians and painted women. For foarsyee camped in the wilderness, and
even after he was allowed to examine Monica Lewjisslingerie drawer, his search for the
weapon of mass destruction proved as futile astieemore recently conducted in Iraqg.

Although unable to match Starr's prim self-rightewess, Newt Gingrich, the Republican
congressman from Georgia elected speaker of theddioul995, presented himself as another
champion of virtue (a self-proclaimed "Teacherha Rules of Civilization™) willing to lead
the American people out of the desolation of aribeasteland. Like Starr and Podhoretz
(also like the newscasters who now decorate the-vigng television studios), Gingrich had a
talent for bearing grudges. During his sixteen géaiCongress he had acquired a reputation
(not undeserved) for being nasty, brutish, andtskeentually coming to stand as the shared
and shining symbol of resentment that bound togetieeseveral parties of the disaffected
right—the Catholic conservatives with the Jewishamnservatives, the libertarians with the
authoritarians, the evangelical nationalists i paranoid monetarists, Pat Robertson's
Christian Coalition with the friends of the Ku Klgan. Within a few months of his elevation
to the speaker's chair, Gingrich bestowed on tigvweplaintiffs his Contract with America, a
plan for rooting out the last vestiges

of liberal heresy in the mind of government. As meairited in its particulars as the Mandate
for Leadership handed to Ronald Reagan in 198(;dah&act didn't become law, but it has
since provided the terms of enlightened selfishtiggisshape and inspire the policies of the
current Bush Administration.

During the course of the 1990s | did my best tqokee with the various lines of grievance
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developing within the several sects of the conger@aemonstrance, but although | probably
read as many as 2,000 presumably holy texts (PEHggyan's newspaper editorials and David
Gelernter's magazine articles as well as the spliess of Rush Limbaugh and the sermons of
Robert Bork), | never learned how to make senghefveird and too numerous inward
contradictions.

EIGHT INFLUENTIAL BOOKSAND THE FOUNDATIONSWHO SPONSORED
THEM

e Free to Choosaylilton Friedman — Scaife Foundation Olin Foundation

e The Naked Public Squarkjchard John Neuhaus — Lilly Endowment Bradley
Foundation Olin Foundation

e The Dream and the Nightmanfdyron Magnet — Scaife Foundation

Losing GroundCharles Murray — Olin Foundation, Smith Richards@undation

The Clash of Civilization§§amuel Huntington — Bradley Foundation, Smith
Richardson Foundation

llliberal Education,Dinesh D'Souza — Olin Foundation

Politics, Markets &America's Schoollphn E. Chubb and Terry M. Moe — Olin
Foundation
e The Tragedy of American Compassibtarvin Olasky — Bradley Foundation

How does one reconcile the demand for small goventiwith the desire for an imperial

army, apply the phrases "personal initiative" aself“reliance” to corporation presidents
utterly dependent on the federal subsidies to #mking, communications, and weapons
industries, square the talk of "civility” with tls¢rong-arm methods of Kenneth Starr and Tom
DelLay, match the warmhearted currencies of "comdmer compassion” with the cold cruelty
of "the unfettered free market," know that huméa thust be saved from abortionists in
Boston but not from cruise missiles in Baghdadthinglut of paper | could find no unifying

or fundamental principle except a certain beliet tnoney was good for rich people and bad
for poor people. It was the only point on whichthk authorities agreed, and no matter where
the words were coming from (a report on federaldimay, an essay on the payment of Social
Security, articles on the sorrow of the slums erwlonder of the U.S. Navy) the authors
invariably found the same abiding lesson in the+tamoney ennobles rich people, making
them strong as well as wise; money corrupts pooplee making them stupid as well as weak.

But if a set of coherent ideas was hard to findlinhe sermons from the mount, what was not
hard to find was the common tendency to believ&ime form of transcendent truth. A
religious as opposed to a secular way of think@®dgod versus Evil, right or wrong, saved or
damned, with us or against us, and no light-mindéahg with doubt or ambiguity. Or, more
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plainly and as a young disciple of Ludwig Von Migexl said, long ago in the 1980s in one of
the hospitality tents set up to welcome the coratere awakening to a conference on a beach
at Hilton Head, "Our people deal in absolutes."

Just so, and more's the pity. In place of intefiige which might tempt them to consort with
wicked or insulting questions for which they daitfeady possess the answers, the parties of
the right substitute ideology, which, although stmes archaic and bizarre, is always
virtuous.

Virtuous, but not necessarily the best means avlail® the running of a railroad or a war. The
debacle in Iraq, like the deliberate impoverishnadrthe American middle class, bears witness
to the shoddiness of the intellectual infrastruetomn which a once democratic republic has
come to stand. Morality deemed more precious titemty; faith-based policies and initiatives
ordained superior to common sense.

As long ago as 1964 even William F. Buckley undmdtthat the thunder on the conservative
right amounted to little else except the soundfang of middle-aged infants banging silver
spoons, demanding to know why they didn't have manere toys, more time, more soup;
when Buckley was asked that year what the courmmdcexpect if it so happened that
Goldwater was elected president, he said, "Thahtig a serious problem.” So it has proved,
if not under the baton of the senator from Ariztéimen under the direction of his ideologically
correct heirs and assigns. An opinion poll takeh964 showed 62 percent of the respondents
trusting the government to do the right thing; 994 the number had dwindled to 19 percent.
The measure can be taken as a tribute to the suotése Republican propaganda mill that for
the last forty years has been grinding out the rteatsall government is bad, and that the
word "public,” in all its uses and declensions (pubervice, citizenship, public health,
community, public park, commonwealth, public sch&t.), connotes inefficiency and waste.

The dumbing down of the public discourse followshesday the night, and so it comes as no
surprise that both candidates in this year's peesial election present themselves as
embodiments of what they call "values" rather tharthe proponents of an idea. Handsome
images consistent with those seen in Norman Rodkwlintings or the prints of Currier and
Ives, suitable for mounting on the walls of the Aio@n Enterprise Institute, or in one of the
manor houses owned by Richard Mellon Scaife, magbeewhere behind a library sofa or
over the fireplace in a dining room, but certaim\a gilded frame.
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