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On March 23, the Southern Regional
Council sponsored a onedzy symposinm
on the history of intellizence testing and
its public policy implicz:ions. The prin-
cipal presentation wus made by Dr. Leon
Kamin, chairman of the Department of
Psychology at Princeton University.

During the moraning sezsion, Dr. Kamin
presented findings of his extensive re-
search into the origini! studies on which
some American socici czrientists have
bused wrilings on i1he irneritability of
intelligence.

Dr. Kamin conciuded iirat there is no
valid evidence at cll 10 support the hered-
ity assumiption. A transcript of this por-
tion of his prescntution was published in
the May-June issue of SOUTH TODAY.

The following transceipt is Dr. Kamin's
afternoon presentation on tie history of
the use of testing in the United States
1o support repressive public policy.
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he pioncers of the intelligence test-

ing movement in the United Statcs
were three men who, around 1210. im-
ported from France and translated the
first so-called intelligence test.

This test had been constructed by the
French psychologist Alfred Binet, inter-
estingly enough, for the purpose of detect-
ing learning disabilities among school
children, and not for the purpose of.
measuring a person’s fixcd intelligence
quotient.

The shiee American pioncers were
Lewis Terman at Stanford, Henry God-

. dard at Princcton, and Robert Yerkes at
Harvard,
*  These men had some pretty well de-
«fined ideas about socicty and about race.
<3 Whether or not these ideas influcnced
their interpretations of intelligence test
Sscores 1 will Jcave for you to Iccide. T'd
1~ like to read a few quotations from their

O writings.
™™  Terman, in his book published in 1916
awhich pr d the f Stanford-

>-Binet test, described the poor test scores
r— of a couple of Portugwse children and
S then wrote the following: “The dulincss
scems to be racial. or at least inherent
_"in the family stocks from which they
“S.come. The fact that one meuts this type
o with such extraordinary frequency among
“O Indians, Mexicans and Negtoes supgests
quite forcibly the whole question of racial
differences in mental traits will have to
£ be taken up ancw and hy cvperimental
":'; mcthode™ ) :
The writer predicts that when this is
N done “there will be discovered enormously
=_ significant racial diffcrences in peneral
« intellipence, diffcrences which cannot be
wipcd out by any scheme of mental cul-
"O wre. Children of this group should be
_OC) segregated in special classes. They cannot
vy master abstractions. bt they can ofien
*r~ be made cfficicnt workers. There is no
. possibility at present of convincing socicty
= that they should not be allowed to re-
Q. produce. They comtitute a grave menace
because of their unutually prolific hreed-
r— ing.” This. from the foundcr of the Amer-
— ican intclligence tering movement.

“The Menace of.
Feeble-Mindedness™

The netl year writing under the head-
O ing “The Menace of Fecbic-Mindnew.™
Prol. Terman wrote, “Only recentlv have
we hcgun o revogmze how scriws a
menace it s 10 the wwsal, cuemamic and
moral wellare of the vaic. It i responsible
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for the majority of cases of chronic and
scmi-chronic  pauperism, The fecble-
minded continue to multiply. Organized
charities often contribute to the survival
of individuals who would otherwisc not
be able to live and reproduce. When

- churity organizations hclp the fecble.
minded float slong in the social and ine’

dustrial world and to produce and rear
children after their kind. a doubtful serv-
icc is rendered. A little psychological re-
search would aid the united charitics of
any city to direct, their expenditures into
more profitable ¢hannels. 1f we would
preserve our state for a class of people
worthy to possess it, we must prevent
as far as possible the propagation of
mental degenerates. We must curtail the
increasing spawa of degencracy.” You
will dJectect perhaps a certain social and
political ideology there.

Henry Goddard was invited to Prince-
ton University in 1920 to give lectures
Hc had devised his own version of the
Binct scale, and this is what he told the
Princcion audience in 1920, after first
explaining that this marvelous new test
measured genetically determined intelli-
gence. “We, may ,perhaps be permitted
to apply the principle to another problem
that looms up rather large at the present
time, namely socialism. Especially its ex-
treme form of Bolshevism. Most of the
argumcnts used by the more intclligent
members of these groups are fallacious,
because they ignore the mental levels
[meaning IQ). These men in their ultra
humane attitudes, their desire to be fuir
to the workman. maintain that the great
incqualities of social life are wrong and
unjust.

“For example, here is a man who says,

-1 am wearing $12 shoes. there is a laborer

who is wearing $3 shocs. Why should k-

“spend $12 while he could only afford $3?

I live in a home that is artistically
decorated—carpets, high priced furniture,
cypensive pictures, etc.. and the laborer
lives in a hovcl. As we have said the
argument is fallacious. The fact is, that

ogy a d Prof. Terman's. i

Prof. Terman should not hayve been
ssimistic as he was about the possi-
bility of convincing society that those with
tow IQ scores should not reproduce. Over
about a 10-year period about 35 states
compulsory sterilization Taws, ap-
plied gnly to prople with the misfortune
to end 'up in state-supported institutions,

RoMrt\Yetkes at Harvard entered into
a small argiment with Terman. Terman
had pointed out that the virtue of the iest
was that it provided a hard scieatific num-
ber which enabled one to decide who was
and who wasn’t fecblc-minded. Well,
Yerks said no, the test score certainly
should be respected but, “never should a
diagnosis of fecble-mindedness be made
on the IQ alone. We must sncuire further
into the subject’s economic history. What
is his occupation and his pay? We must
leam what we can about his immediate
family. What is the economic status and
occupation of the parents? When all this
information has been collected, the psy-
chologist may be of great value in getting
the subject into the most suitable place in
society.™ If his IQ was low enough, that
simtable place was a public institution.
where he might be sterilized,

History of lmm:'groh’on Laws

I think the first immediate major prac- .

tical effect of intelligence testing was in
an area which most people don't know
about. I didn’t know about it uatil a year
apo. It turns out that intelligence tests

had a great deal to do with the framing .

of the immigration laws of the United
States. And | would like to run through
briefly some of the history of that period.

As carly as 1912 Prof. Goddard, the
Princeton coal miner speaker, was invited
to Ellis Island by the United States Public
Health Service and invited to apply the
pew science of intcllipence testing to
immigrants from Europe. Goddard re-
ported in a scientific paper that he had
given the intclligence test to a representa-

workman may have a 10 vear intellig
while vou have a 20. To demand for
him such a home as you enjoy is as
absurd as it would be to insist that every
laborer receive a graduate feliowship.
How can there be such a thing as social
equality, with this wide range of mental
capacity?

“As for an equal distribution of the
wealth of the world. that is equally absurd.
The man with intelligence has speat his
money wicly and saved until he has
cnough to provide for his nceds in case
of sickness. while a man of low intelli-
gence. no matter how much money he
would have carncd. would have spent
much of it foolichly and would newver
have anything ahcad. It is said that dur-
ing the .past year the coal miners in
certain pans of the country have earned
morc moncy than the coal operators. Yet
teday when the mines shut dowp for a
time. thosc people are the first 1o suffer.
They did not save anything. although their
whole life- has tanght them that mining is
an irregular thing. and that when they
were having plenty of work. they should
save against the days when they do not
have work.™ - .

But low [Q cual mincrs, according to
Prof. Goddard, don’t have cnough intel-
hygence to salt away all that extra moncy
they're making. ete. You may Jdeiet a
wumilarity betweea Prof Goddard's ideol-

tive le of European immigrants. He
discovered that 83 percent of the Jews
trying to enter the U. S. were feeble-
mindetl, that 30 percent of the Hungar-
ians were feeble-minded. that 79 percent
of the ltalians were feeble-minded, and
that 87 percent of thc Russians were
feeble-minded. Scicnce and psvcholopy
score again. And he wrote in 1917, *“The
number of alicas deported because of
feehle-mindedness increased approximate-
ly 350 percent in 1913 and 57 percent
in 1914 over what it had been. This was
due chiefly to the cfforts of the physicians
who were inspircd by the belicf that
mental tests could be used for the detee-
tion of feeble-minded aliens.”

Until 187S there were no [ederal im-
migration laws, whatsocver. Anybody
who wanied to came. In IX7S, the first
federal law was passed. It did not limit
the number of immigrants, but it did ex-
clude certain classes of individuals, And
the fint exclusion in 1875 consisted of
three types of penple—coolics, convicts
and foreign prowitites. In 1882, lunatics
and uliots were added. and as one gocs
through the years more classes. So by
190} persons who had had twe or more
attacks of inamty at any time previoinly
were added. The point i that wp unuil the
outhreak of World War I, there was in
princaiple unlinuted imnugranon. Certain
delective classes of individuals were ex-

ctuded, but the total number of immi-

. grants was still wide open.

Then one sces the first straw in the
wind. Terman, Yerkes and Goddurd and
many of the kading biologists and psy-
chologists were members of an organiza-
tion called the Eugenics Research As-
sociation. They were concerned with
improving human breeding siock by cut-
ting off the defective germ plasm of the
focble-minded. ctc. The editor of their
Journal, The Eucenicul News, was a biol-
ogist named Dr. Harry Laughlin. As early
as 1917 he wrote the lollowing under the
heading “The New Immigration Law™:
“Recently the science of psychology has
developed to 2 hich stage of precision
that branch of its general subject devored
to the testing of individuals for naturaj
excellence in mental and temperamestal
qualitics. When the knowledge of the
existeace of this science becomes generally
known in Congress, that body will then
be expected to apply the dircct and logical
test for the quulilics which we scek 1o
measure in immigrants.”

World Wor I ond 1Q Testing

The small cloud on the horizon is na
larger than a man's fist, but it's going
to grow and grow. Later in 1917, the
U. S. enteted world War I and for the
first time in history, literally millions of
individuals were subjected to intelligencs
testing.- The head of the intelligence test.
ing pogram in the Army was now Col
Robert M. Yerkes.

In 1918 a small distinguished grous
of psychologists and biologists from the
castern  seaboard founded something
called the Galton Socicty which met in
the American Muscum of Natural History
in New York City once a month. It con-

. sisted at no onc lime of more than 21§

distinguished scientists. They provided.
as a free service, 10 the government and
to privatc organizations all kinds of help-
ful hints abowt cugenical practices.

In 1920 there was an enormous in-
flux of experimental psychologists into
the Eugenics Rescarch Association. All
at the same time in a given year, a
tremendous number of distinguished ex-
perimental psychologists and  biclogists
in the country jincd the Eugenics Re-
scarch Association. The sccretary of the
association. Dr. Luaughlin. pot a new job.
He remained secretary of the Association
but he was also appointed “Expent Eugea-
ics Agent™ for the House Committee on
Immigration and Naturalization of the
U. S. Congress,

In 1921, the National Academy of
S:ience published, under the cditorship
of Col. Yerkes. an enormous volume
which contained within it the summan of
all the intcllicence testing data pathered
on draltees in World War L

Most people know that that volume
demonsirated massively for the first time
that blacks scored much lower than
whites in intclligence tests, But what
almost nobody scems to know was that
the imnwdiate practical application of
this data was not to a black-white ques-
tion but to the quastion of immigration.
There was a specral chapier in this volume
edited by Yerkes, which prescnicd the
data on the intclligence test scores of
draftces who were immigrants and who
had heen bora in dilfcrent Curopear
cuuntnes,



Profound £c

ocnomic Conflicts, Protonnd

: Racism Behind Idisuse of IQ Tests

The U. S. Army test scores could be
classified in terms of A, B, C, D, E.'If
you are réally stupid veu are E. What
that shows is that the average wntelhigence
of drafiees who ure ‘mmigrants from
different Europcan countries differ. It
turns out thet immigrants coming from
England, Hollund, Denmurk, Scotland,
Germany, Switzerland, ctc scem  quite
bright. The Russians, the halians and
the Poles are all just plain stupid. The
Poles did not score higher than the blacks.
Now in describing this set of interesting
data, the writer used the value-free state-
ment, “The Slavic and Latin countries
stand low.”

"The Passing of
the Great Race”

Madison Grant. president of the Galton
Society had publishcd a very influential
racist book called The Pussing of the
Great Race, in which he divided all of
Europe into Meditcrrarcan. Alpine and
Nordic stocks. Nordics were later re-
christened Aryan bv other cugenic au-
thorities. In any event, Grant had made
the observation that ali that was good,
beautiful and true in culture and civiliza-
tion had come to us from the Nordics and
nothing much from the Latin and Slavic
countries. Here we see proof that the
intelligence of the Latins and Slavs is
indeed visibly dull.

In 1922, Col. Yerkes had a civilian
job in the National Research Touuidil in
Washirgton. The National Research
Council under his leadership set up a
special commission of scientists called
the Commission for the Scicntific Study
of Problems of Human Migration. The
National Research Courcil began to sup-
port research relevant to proviems of
human migration. The first research it
supported was that of Prof. Carl 8righam,
at . that time an assistant protessor at
Princeton University in the psychologyr
department. In 1923, the Princeton Uni-
versity Press published Brivhan's work
entitled, A Study of Americar Intelli-
gence. What Bricham did was take the
Army immigrant data and deinonstrate
that the longer an immigraat had been
in the United States. the higher was his
1Q.

We must assume that he assumed the
test measured native inteiligence. The
psychologists had built it to measure
native intelligence. How can it be that
immigrants that have been in this country
a long time are so much brighter than im-
migrants who haven’t been in this coun-
try a long time? Prof. Brigham concluded
that this had nothing to do with knowing
the English languave or knowing Ameri-
can colture—no. The immigrants. guring
the early 1900s, had arrived tfrom north-
western Europe, full of Nordic blood,
whereas the immigrants. who arrived
from 1913 to 1918 were from southeast-
ern Europe and consisted ot Poles. tal-
ians, Russians. Jews, ctc., immigrants
with very little Nordic blood.

From this Prof. Bricham concluded
that there was a clear parallel berween
the proportion of Nordic bloud and the
intelligence of the immigrants. That lett
a certain policy recommendation. fot me
read to you the concluding passages of
Prof. Brigham's book. ( The foreword in
this book was written by Col. Yerkes)
Brigham says, “We must tace a possihility
of racial admixture here that s infinitelv
worse than that faced by any Europeun
country today. For we are incorporahing
the Negro into cur racial stock, while ail

of Europe is comparatively free from
this taint.”

The idea was that the lower classes
breed oo much and the upper classes
don’t breed enough. So, since intclligence
s inhented. over the years the average
intellivence s going to sink and sink
until eventually it gets below zero. Here
in the U. S it’s going to be worse, be-
cause not only do we have stupid immi-
grants. but we have stupid blacks as well.

Brigchum wrote. “But the decline of
Amertcan intelhigence will be more rapid
thaa the Jdecline of intelligence of Eur-
opeun national groups, vwing to the
oresence here of u Negro. The steps that
should be taken must of course be dic-
tated by science and not by political
cxpedience. Immigration shoutd not only
be restricted but highly selcctive. And
the revision of the immigration and na-
turalization laws will only afford a slight
relief from our present difficulties. The
really important steps are those looking
toward the preveriion of the continued
propagation of the defective strains in
the present population.”™

For those of vou who missed the point,
Prof. Bricham sdvocated the compulsory
steritization of the “defective.” For those
who want to know what happened to
Prof. Brigham, he went on to a job as
secretary to the College Entrance Exam-
inaticn Board. Also the Scholastic Apti-
tude Test was devised by Prof. Brigham.
His book was not without influsnce.

Congressional Hearings

In 1923, the Eugenics Rescarch As-
sociation efected as its chairman a non-
scientist. That lavman was the Hon.
Albert Johnson, chairman of the House -
Committee on Immigration and Natural-
ization. The committce npegan to have
hearings. [ have read througn the Con-
gressional Records and hearnng testimony
in some detail. I'll just read a couple of
excerpts. Dr. Arthur Sweeney tesufying
ocfore the commuttee in 1923, said, "We
have been overrun by a horde of the
unfit. We've had no adeguate means of
determining who are the unfit. While we
can meusure objectively the physical
qualifications of the immigrants, we have
had no vardstick with which to perform
an accurate estimate of the inteliectual
side. Psychological tests in the Army have
furnished us with the necessary yard-
sitck.  Immugration from eastern and
<outhern Europe is most undesirable. We
can gauge the desirability of immigrants
by the relative proportion ot those in the
A and B classes. We strenuously object
to the immigration from ltaly. Russia.
Polund. Greece, and Turkey. The Slavic
and Latin countries show a marked con-
trast in intelheence with the western and

The Committee Against
Racism is active in
opposing racism in
schools, colleges,

and communities in
the U.S. and Canada.
For more ccpies of
this article or more
information about CAR,
please write to CAR,

P.0.Box 904, Brcoklym,

Yew York 11202

northern European group. From this
source the stream of intelligent citizenship
is polluted. Who are the unfit? The groups
at the lower end of the psychological
scale.”

Francis Kinnicutt, testifying before a
Scnate Committce on Immigration and
Naturalization in 1923, said, “The large
proporion of this immigration from
southern and eastern Europe comes from
Poland or from Russia. The immigration
from the last two countries consists largely
of the Hebrew clements. Some of their
labor unions are among the most radical
in the whole couniry. The rccent Army
tests show that all three of these
classes ranked far below the average in
intelligence.” Here, he was referring to
Brighum’s book, A Study of American
Intellivence. Col. Yerkes also vouches for
Brigham’s book and speaks in the highest
terms of the author, who. by this time, is
assistant  professor of psychology at
Princeton University.

Also testifving at these hearings was
Madison Grant, who said, “The country
at large has been greatly impressed by
the results of the Army intclligence tests,
carefully analyzed by Yerkes and
Brigham. The experts who have analvzed
the statistics and who have tested the tests
believe that the tests give as accurate a
measurement of intellicence as is possible
at the present time. The questions were
selected with a view 1o measuring innate
ability. Experts have told us that had
mental testing been in operation, over 6
million Americans now living in this coun-
try, free to become the fathers and
mothers of future Amecricans, would
never have been admitted.”

New Restrictive Immigration
Laws

In 1921, as the result of an intense na-
tional debate, temporary legislation limit-
ing the number of immigrants was passed
by Congress for the first time. According
to the law. the number of irmnmigrants al-
lowed into the United States from any
Eurcpean country depended upon the
number of people from that European
country already residing in the U. S. This
temporary law assigned to cach European
country an immigration quola based on
three percent of its population residing
in the U. S. Even though the temporary
law passed in 1921, the population statis-
tics were based on the 1910 Census.

Just so that you don’t muss the point,
the permanent law which was passed in
1924 reduced the percentage of the resid-
ing Europcan population to two percent,
based not on the 1910 census. certatnly
not on the 1920 census. not on the 1900
census but on the /890 census, when all
the immigrant hlood was Nordic. If one
rcads the congressionat debate. nobody
fooled anybody. The use of the 1890
census was explicitly stated to be an ex-
clusionary racist policy--to keep the in-
ferior blood from southeastern Europe
away from our fair shores, while making
it possible for northwestern Europeans to

“immigrate. This was largely rationalized

on the basis  that the tests of innate
ability developed by psychologists had
clearly demonstrated, in study after study,
that Italians, Poles, Russians and Jews
scored 25 cr 30 1Q points lower than the
Nordics from northwestern Europe.

You can't appreciate the tuil flavor of
the “scicatific findings™ without reading
the hterature. Prof. Hirsch conducted a
study in 1926, supported by the National
Rescarch Council, and published in the
professional journal, Genene Psechology
Muonographs, that raised the question of

the intelligence of children of southeastern
European immugrants whose children hud
been born in this country had gone to
schouls in this country, If the stupiduy s
really genetic, then the children of Polish,
Russian and [talian immigrants should be
stupid as weil.

Needless to sav, Prof. Hirsch discover-
ed that indeed the children of Russian,
Pohsh, Iralian immigranis were also
stupid. Let me read to vou from his
study. Remember this is in a professional,
psychological journal. “The immicration
law passed by Congress is one of most
hopeful signs. That part of the law which
has to do with non-quota immigrants
should be modified.” (You sce, there was
no quota for immigrants either from
Canada or from Mexico.) “All meatal
testing upon children of Spanish Mevican
descent has shown that the average intel-
ligence of this group is cven lower than
the average inteligence of Portuguese
and Negro children in this studv. Yet
Mexicans are flowing into the country.
¥a our immugration from Canada, we are
pting the less intelligent, workinu<lass
people. The incrcase in the number of
French Caradians is alarming. Whole
New England viilages and towns are
filled with them. The average intelligence
of the French Canadian group in our data
approaches the level of the average Nerr»
intelligence. I have seen gatherines of the
foreign born in which narrow ard slop-
ing foreheads were the rule. Ia every
face there was soracthing wrong. Lips
thick, mouth coarse. chin poorly formed.
sugar loaf heads, goose-bil noses, . "
Immigration officials report vast trouble
in extracting the truth from certain
brunette nationalities.”

I think what happened is fairly sum-
marized in the presidential address of
Frank Babbott to the Eugenics Research
Association in 1927, By that time the
battle was over and the national origin
quotas had been passed Speaking to the
biologists and psychologists in the As-
soctation, Babbott said the following:
“Eugenics has made s strongest appeal
to me by its influence on immigrauon,
This is an ndirect result of ecucenics.
but it comes as a natural development
of research on the part of people iike
vourselves: It is possible that restriction
of immigrauon would have come without
the aid of our society, but [ doubt if it
would have come so soon or so perma-
nently.”

Today's Da'a — " Absurd"

The major domestic issue facing the -

country in the early 1920s was the issue
of immigration. It involved profound
cconomic conflicts and profound racism.
The maior issue facing the countrv to-
day. our polincians tell us. is “the creat
welfare mess,” which again involves
mator cconomic conflict und profound
racsm. There was no shortage of soen-
e rofogists and psychologists in 1920
prepared 1o act as teachers o the Hovise
Comauttee on Imnavgration and Naturals-
zatwoa. I'm afraid there will be no snort-
age of brofogists, psychologists and oirers
prepared to act as teachers today,

The data which such teachers are
now presenting to policymakers, T think,
15 no more valid than the Jata presented
by their scientific predecescors of the
1920+ on the differences in innate intel-
heence among the racial stocks of FEurope.

That data, as all would agree todav,
was sbsurd. It had nothking to do with
“innate intellicence” In my opinion,
todav’s data will look just as absurd in
S0 vears,






