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B. The Russo-Finnish War
The Anticommunist Version

Many sources conclude that the Soviet Union had intended to conquer all
of Finland, and use the establishment of the puppet Finnish Communist
government and the Molotov—Ribbentrop Pact's secret protocols as proof
of this ...

With Stalin gaining absolute power through the Great Purge of 1938, the
Soviet Union changed its foreign policy toward Finland in the late 1930s
and began pursuing the reconquest of the provinces of Tsarist Russia lost
during the chaos of the October Revolution and the Russian Civil War
almost two decades earlier.

The Red Army ... had been crippled by Soviet leader Joseph Stalin's Great
Purge of 1937.[42] With more than 30,000 of its officers executed or
imprisoned, including most of those of the highest ranks, the Red Army in
1939 had many inexperienced senior and mid-level officers. *

The Truth

No evidence exists to support the statements above. There is little disagreement about the
Soviet motive for the war against Finland, which began on November 30, 1939 and ended
with the Moscow Peace Treaty signed on March 12, 1940.

Background to the Winter War

No other country had been as hostile to the Soviet Union or as dependent on Germany as
was Finland. In January 1918, unable to crush a working-class communist revolution, the
Finnish “Whites”called to Germany for help. Generalleutnant Rldiger von der Goltz and
12,000 men of his Baltic Division crushed the Finnish revolution by April 1918. This was
followed by a slaughter of the Russian-speaking population — men, women, and children.

There followed a Finnish war against Soviet Russia to seize Russian Karelia, commanded
by General Karl Mannerheim. Soviet victory came only 4 years later, in February 1922,

According to Maxim Litvinov, Soviet Commissar of Foreign Affairs:

Hu B oHOi#1 cTpane npecca He BEAET TaK CUCTEMAaTHUECKU Bpax1eOHOM
HaM KaMmnaHuM, Kak B @unngHaud. Hu B oHOM coceHel cTpaHe He

! https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_War (accessed May 29, 2017)
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BEJIETCS Takasi OTKpbITas npomnaranaa 3a HanagaeHue Ha CCCP u
OTTOP>KEHHUE €r0 TEPPUTOpUH, Kak B OUHISAHIUU. DTy MponaraHay B
OuHATHANN BEAET LEIbIN psl OpraHu3aIfii, B 0COOCHHOCTH TaK
HA3bIBAEMOE KapeIbCKOE aKaJIEMUIECKOE OOIIECTBO, B COCTaB KOTOPOTO
BXOJST BEChbMa BIUATEIBHBIC JIUIIA U YyTh JIU HE YJICH NIPAaBUTEILCTBA B
JuLe MUHHACTOA BHYTpeHHUX Jen [lyxaka. bemorsapaerickas razera
“Kina” mpu3bIBaeT Jake K TEPPOPUCTUUYECKUM aKTaM. S y:ke He TOBOPIO
0 TOM, YTO BOCHHBIC JIUIA OTJAJICHHON SOHUN Ccaeaau U3IH00ICHHBIM
MecToM Typu3Ma DUHITHIHIO.

In no country does the press conduct such a campaign that is
systematically hostile to us, as in Finland. In no other neighboring country
is such open propaganda conducted for the attack on the USSR and the
seizure of its territory, as in Finland. This propaganda in Finland is carried
out by a number of organizations, in particular the so-called Karelian
academic society, which includes very influential people and almost a
member of the government represented by the interior ministry of Puhak.
The White Guard newspaper “Klich” even calls for terrorist acts. I'm not
talking about the fact that the military faces of distant Japan have made
Finland a favorite destination for tourism.

On September 23, 1937, Col. Philip R. Faymonville, U.S. military attaché to the Soviet
Union, reported to Washington:

The most pressing military problem of the Soviet Union is preparing for to
defend at the same time against Japan in the East and Germany.with
Finland in the West.

Finland and Germany

Finland had helped Germany rearm during the Versailles period, when Germany was
forbidden to rearm. German U-boats were built in Finland, ostensibly for the Finns. In the
1930s, in return for copper and nickel Germany gave Finland antiaircraft weapons and, in
August 1937, a squadron of 11 submarines. By 1939, with the help of German engineers,
Finland had built a network of air bases capable of holding 10 times the number of
airplanes in the Finnish air force.

The Finnish military insignia was the “blue swastika.” Finland calimed that this stemmed
from 1918, before the Nazi symbol had been invented. True or not, by the 1930s the
swastika was firmly associated with German Nazism. With defeat at hand the Finnish
government abolished it in 1944,

Soviet security demands

2 Dokumenty vneshnei politiki SSSR. T. XVIII. 1 ianvaria — 31 dekabria 1935 g. Moscow, 1973, 143.
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In 1939 he Soviet Union wanted to push the border with Finland away from Leningrad.
The Soviets negotiated for the rights to build fortifications on some islands in the Gulf of
Finland that controlled sea access to Leningrad, and for moving the border two miles
northwest to put it further from Leningrad.

Stalin stated the Soviet position thus:

Brl cipamuBaerte, 3auem Ham HyxeH KoliBucto? S ckaxy BaMm 3auem. S
cpocuit Pu66enTporna, 3auem ['epmanms BcTynmiia B BOWHY ¢ [lonbiei.
On otBeTH: «MBI JOKHBI OBUTH OTOJBUHYTH MOJIBCKYIO TPAHUILY
naneiie oT bepaunay. [lepen BoliHOM pacctostHue oT [1o3Hanu 10
bepnuna cocTaBisiiio 0K0JIO ABYXCOT KUIIOMETPOB. Terneps rpaHuiia
OTOABMHYTA Ha TPUCTA KHMJIOMETPOB K BOCTOKY. MBI mpocuM, YTOOBI
paccrosinue ot JIeHMHrpaa 10 JIMHUU TPAHUIIBI ObLIIO OBl CEMBIECST
KHJIOMETPOB. TaKOBbI HAllIM MUHUMAaJIbHBIE TPEOOBaHUS, U BBl HE TOJIKHBI
JIyMaTh, 9TO MBI YMEHBIITUM HX. MBI HE MOXKEM MepeIBUHYThH JIeHUHTpas,
MO3TOMY JIMHMSI TPAHUILIBI I0JKHA OBITH nepeHeceHa. OTHOCUTENBHO
KoiiBrcTo: BBI JOKHBI HIMETh B BUIY, UTO, €CITU TaM OBLITU ObI
YCTaHOBJIEHBI IECTHAIATHIIOMMOBBIE OPYAHs, OHU MOTJIN OBl
MIPEKPATUTH JTF000E TIEpEIBUKCHIE HaIlero ()JIoTa Ha BCEH aKBaTOpUU
3anuBa. Mbl ipocuM 2700 KBaapaTHBIX KWJIOMETPOB U MPejiaracM
B3aMmeH Oornee 5500 kBagpaTHEIX KIIIOMeTpoB. Kakoe rocymapcTBo
1oCTymnasno Takum obpazom? Takoro rocymapcrsa Her.’

You ask why we need Koivisto? I'll tell you why. | asked Ribbentrop why
Germany had entered the war with Poland. He replied: “We had to move
the Polish border further away from Berlin.” Before the war, the distance
from Poznan to Berlin was about two hundred kilometers. Now the border
is pushed back three hundred kilometers to the east. We ask that the
distance from Leningrad to the frontier line be seventy kilometers. These
are our minimum requirements, and you should not think that we will
reduce them. We cannot move Leningrad, so the border line must be
moved. Concerning Koivisto: you should keep in mind that if sixteen-inch
guns were installed there, they could stop any movement of our fleet
throughout the entire water area of the bay. We ask for 2700 square
kilometers and offer in exchange more than 5500 square kilometers. What
state did it in this way? There is no such state.

The Finnish government was divided on the question of such concessions. Marshal
Mannerheim was for acceding to the generous Soviet demands, but the government
declined. The Soviet Union began its attack on November 30, 1939.

The Winter War

3 V. Tanner [Vaino Tanner], 3umusis Boitna. — M.: «llentpnionurpad», 2003, Chapter 2. = Tanner V. The
Winter War: Finland against Russia, 1939-1940. — Stanford: Stanford U. 1950.
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By March 1940 the Red Army was in a position to collapse the remnants
of the Finnish defence, advance on Helsinki and then overrun and occupy
the whole country. Stalin chose, however, to respond to Finnish peace
feelers and to negotiate and conclude a treaty ending the war. (Roberts,
Stalin’s Wars 50).

Roberts regards the Soviet demands as “relative moderation.”

The Red Army suffered heavy casualties in the first months of the war, since it was
attacking a fortified defense position, the Mannerheim line, in winter conditions and with
inexperienced commanders. By February, under a new commander (Marshal Semion
Timoshenko) the Soviets were able to breach the Mannerheim line.

The British and French, who were formally at war with Germany but in fact were doing
nothing on land, made preparations to attack the Soviet Union on the side of Finland.
They were willing to send 135,000 men to fight alongside the Finns. Finland sued for
peace before these plans could be put into effect.

According to Roberts,

The Winter War is often depicted as a great failure of Stalin’s
leadership...But that was not how the war and its outcome were seen by
Stalin. The war had been won, after all, and it only took three months,
despite difficult terrain and weather conditions. The Soviet Union had
achieved its territorial goals and the timely conclusion of the war had
thwarted Anglo-French imperialist intrigues. (53-4)

Soviet research on the losses due to the military purges show that about 15,500 officers
were “repressed”, many of who were later reinstated. (Gerasimov) There is no evidence
that this had any effect on the combat readiness of the Red Army either in the Winter
War or at the time of the German invasion of June 22, 1941.



