Gurage Sauer-Bét House Construction

Among traditional house designs in Ethiopia, the Gurage thatched roof round
house stands out. After winning a Swedish design competition in 1955,
these houses went on to receive appreciation by residents and visitors alike.
Shown below is a series of images involving the construction of the residence
of Abba Francois Marcos (1909-1989), principal priest of the Emdeber
Catholic mission. Such houses typically can last more than 50 years, given
the wall construction of a mix of red and white eucalyptus that resist termite
infestations. As to the roof, a thatched roof can easily last 20 years without
a full replacement. And as to climate control, these houses have interior
temperatures that easily can be 15 to 20 degrees lower than the exterior
ambient temperature. Some of these details are found in P.LeBel, On
Gurage Architecture (Journal of Ethiopian Studies, 1969), as attached to the
series of images on construction.

After tracing a circle for the wall, posts are placed in the circular trench,
with eucalyptus siding strips woven together with local vines.
Special posts mark the door with window framing cut out once the wall is
complete. The next step is to installing scaffolding for the installation of the
center post.
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Constructin materials often are athred er a peiod of'ti~me, with local
residents then joining in the construction process.
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Abba Frangois Marcos, sténd—ihé inside the house as constructibribroceeds
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Ato Shoa (looking up with straw hat) worked as chief architect and builder.
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Ato Shoa acknowledges an observer presence
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View of workers Hauling the cenrpot in Iace. -
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The centerpost is lifted above the circular wall.
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ial success almost complete.
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After a brief setback, the centerpost is re-installed.
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. Vi othe house behind he eber Church. |
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Once the centerpiéce is Ia*shé::l‘ in p]a

ce the framing of the thatched roof is
undertaken to give a bulbous shape to the roof.
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Thatchlng the roof is a splral weavrng process in wh|ch grouped thatch is
woven to the roof framing.
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Progress mthatchrng the roof.
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latrine, the house is finally complete.
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